
Jindibah E-News: 2008
The year of hard grind!

THE PAST 12 MONTHS at Jindibah
have often felt like we were
hiking through treacle.

Though Byron Council had finally
approved our Development
Appliction (DA) to convert from
Multiple Occupancy to Commu-
nity Title (MO2CT) in September
2007, it then required us to fulfil 36
Consent Conditions before they
would grant our Sub-Division Cer-
tificate, the last step we needed from
them before proceeding to NSW State
Government departments to com-
plete our conversion process. Easier
said than done, as it turned out.

Our Consent Conditions included
a 134m extension of our 1.523km in-
ternal road to give access to Lot 4,
the house site closest Sleepy Creek.
Quickly we discovered how much the
cost of road construction had in-
creased since 2002-3 when the rest of
our roadworks had been completed!
As well as a paved roadway over
heavy-duty culverts - allowing for sea-
sonal heavy rain creating intermittent
creeks - the site needed to have phone
and power to it, and the roadside
needed to be landscaped.

A new Bushfire Management Plan
was needed, so Val Hodgson, Cap-
tain of the Rural Fire Service at
Goonengerry, put that together
(cheers, Val!) to “assess bushfire risk
and develop management strategies to
ameliorate the risk of bushfires to life,
property and the environment”.
Michio McMullen has  since been ap-
pointed as our onsite bushfire ‘cap-
tain’, to teach us how to deal with any
fire emergency.
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A summer barbecue in the community shed shared with
friends from the Twin Creeks community, down the lane.

Hapi McMullen

Inge (above left) celebrates her Oz
citizenship with Pippa, Chris.

Bosom buddies: Penny + Inge at
Penny’s ‘Pisces’ birthday party.

Stephan + son Zen.

Pippa against the bonfire.

� Intrinsic to the Jindibah philisophy is: if it’s not fun, it’s not sustainable. So between
hard yakka to complete our Consent Conditions, we make time for celebrations.

� In Feb. roadwork starts on the 134m laneway down inclines, across gullies, to Lot 4

Mark Stibbard (above) and his team
created the new road. Thanks, Mark!

From halfway down the hill, you can see the curving
route that the new road will take to Lot 4

Chris (above) checks the under-
ground roadside power line.

At right:
The fire extinguisher required

for the community office ;
a Stortz fitting, for fire brigade use.

(Below) Greg
Alderson checks
progress with
Mark Stibbard.
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Before we could build the ex
tra roadway, we needed to ap
ply for a Construction Certifi-

cate. Once the Stormwater Drain-
age Approval had come through;
plus the Section 3A permit from the
Dept. of Water & Energy (permitting
us to build a culvert over the ‘occa-
sional’ creek); and the specialist en-
gineering surveyor’s cross-section
drawings were done; the engineer’s
approval and another Erosion and
Sedimentation Control plan sub-
mitted; an Agricultural Buffer
Management Plan amended AND
our original MO consent surrended;
the Construction Certificate fi-
nally came through on 22 January
2008. O glorious relief!

But meanwhile, the original quote for
roadworks had more than doubled
since the DA was approved, so we had
to search - again - for an affordable
contactor. Mark Stibbard  has
proved an excellent choice, also up-
grading sections of our main internal
roadway.

One of our Consent Conditions re-
quired us (and other communities
also converting to CT) to submit to
Council a 130% bank guarantee for
those trees in our Environmental
Enhancement and Management
Plan that had not yet been planted.

As this would have locked-up the
funds needed to pay for the trees -
plus fencing and and planting -  in
June, together with representatives of
the Rural Landsharing Commu-
nities Association (RLCA) we re-
negotiated this condition with Coun-
cil’s General Manager, Graeme
Faulkner, and Director of Planning,
Ray Darney. Instead, it was replaced
with a S88E Positive Covenant on
Lot 1,  approved on 8 July 08.

MO2CT: the Big Push to
complete Consent Conditions

The evolution of 134m of internal
roadway...
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In order to fulfil all Council’s Con
sent Conditions, we also needed
to:

-  upgrade the sewage management
for the Community Office building,
and obtain an Occupation Certifi-
cate for it;
- submit a Plan of Subdivision from
surveyor Ken Chelsworth, plus Greg
Alderson’s Certificate for
EngineeringWorks;
- create easements for electricity
and phone supply, and provide au-
thentication that the supply existed
from Telstra and Country Energy;
- tweak our Neighbhourhood Man-
agement Statement re. a few of the
55 by-laws;
- obtain Works-As-Executed plans
to confirm the new roadway was built
according to plan;
- obtain another Geotech Report to
update the one done for Lot 4 in June
1996 (even though the earth hadn’t
moved meanwhile, that we could recall);
- provide  documentation to prove all
existing wastewater systems were
within lot boundaries
- have several final inspections by
Council staff to satisfy them of our
compliance.

Finally, a comprehesive collection of
32  documents accompanied our Sub-
division Application on 24 Novem-
ber 2008.

Completing all this to Council’s ex-
acting requirements required the pa-
tience of a saint, the coordination skills
fit for a Prime Ministerial election,
and the perseverence of a St Bernard
dog sniffing for survivors in a blizzard!

We close the year awaiting the final
word from Byron Council...Watch
this space...

MO2CT: the Big Push to
complete Consent Conditions

Finally, the road is sealed.     Note: extra rubble around culvert outlets, to deal with heavy rain.

At the entrance to
Lot 3, a cattle grid is
installed, and a new

24m diameter turning
circle.

Lot 4’s new
power is
installed

(above, and
below
right).

Isabelle and Moby explore
the giant culvert.

Finally, extra ‘rip rap’ (rubble) is required in certain places (left), plus
turfing for good measure (above right).

Moby (right) gives the
road his seal of approval.
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Meanwhile, back on the farm...

In June, Lisa and Christobel de
cided to go along to a course to
learn more about improving

farming practices, organised by the
Northern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority. It turned
out to be most informative, and
opened our eyes to a number of ways
we could, for instance, improve the
pasture for our cows, as well as plan-
ning and prioritising farm activities.

(Remember, the Jindibah commu-
nity was established on a property
which had been operating as a farm
since 1904. On our Community Lot,
for instance, for about 10 years we
have run beef cattle to earn some in-
come to help pay maintenance ex-
penses, and “mow” the kikuyu grass.)

A local farmer told us how an appli-
cation of lime could improve the
quality of our pasture, so we bought
a special giant funnel to attach to the
tractor, and our farm manager, Ross
Wood, duly applied the required
amount of ag lime to the south-east-
ern slope. This slope is designated for
both pasture, and a regeneration
planting in 2009. For both uses, it was
important to improve the soil.

As well, we came across some vital
reference material, such as a booklet
describing the Grasses of the North
Coast of NSW. Just what we needed
to find out how to deal with setaria,
paspalum, blady and whisky grass.

Above left, the new giant funnel for the tractor,  the ag lime, plus Ross.

(Above) The very useful ‘Best Farms Environmental Management Systems’
course, and ‘Grasses’ booklet.

The ag lime being spread - via the tractor- down our south-eastern border

Some of us also enjoy other aspects of rural life here: our gardens, for instance.
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Everyday life

As well has working towards
completing all the require
ments for our Development

Application (DA) to get Community
Title, this was the  year of the Global
Financial Crash.

Of course it reached us here at
Jindibah too, and affected some of our
residents, a few of whom, sadly, have
had to put their lots on the market.

With this additional pressure, it also
made for some tense moments be-
tween us. Our regular half-day LIV-
ING TOGETHER workshops and
extra clearing sessions proved invalu-
able to help us work through differ-
ences of opinion, circumstance and
outlook.

Above: we hold a working bee to plant several hundred native plants along the new roadway.
Chris and Michio organise the mulch; Moby spreads grass seed; Christobel and Lisa planting.

Above left, Moby and Isabelle find trees to climb. while Hapi (above centre) also enjoys a swing.

Penny (above) gets stuck into some hoeing, and also gets us all engrossed in ‘Pictionary’ (above
right) during winter evenings.

Before the last Council elections but one, our friend Hugh Ermacora started a new political
party called OUR SUSTAINABLE FUTURE. Above, we have the AGM in the shed, plus party.

Our bridge over Sleepy
Creek rattled! We added

extra wooden planks
running north,

and concrete on-and-off
ramps. Neighbours are

much happier now.

Books such as this one (above), ‘Crea-
tive a Life Together; Practical Tools ro
Grow Eco-Villages and Intentional
Communities’, by Diana Leafe Chris-
tian, have also been extremely useful
to help us deal with conflict.
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Like death and taxes, mainte
nance of the farm assets is in
evitable. This year, we had

avariety of maintenance work to un-
dertake.

First, as part our Consent Condi-
tions, we discovered that the pipe tak-
ing creek water to the cattle watering
troughs, had to go underground. A
few years earlier, we’d thought our-
selves very clever and had strung the
line along the top of the fence line,
in order to make it easier to detect if
the line sprang a leak. Alas when our
new Bushfire Management Re-
port was completed, it turned out it
was necessary to bury the water line,
so it wouldn’t melt if a fire occurred.

The areas of our farm which we are
progressively regenerating with na-
tive plants as part of our Environ-
mental Enhancement and Man-
agement Plan (the ‘EEMP’), also
require ongoing maintenance
thoughout the year.

The roof of our old dairy bails, which
now operates as a machinery and
tractor shed, needed repairs, and at
the same time, we set up an area for
a nursery for regen seedlings, prior
to planting them.

Fencing around the cattle yards
needed replacing too, so this time
we’ve used steel rather than timber,
which eventually rots.

While we had the roadworks to Lot
4 happening, we got Mark Stibbard
and his crew to attend to some patch-
ing in places along our internal road.
If not seen to early, this can suffer
during our wet season, with its heavy
downpours.

Maintenance

Above: Laying the water pipe underground, to take creek water to the cattle troughs

Brushcutting our R2 Regen area, above right.

New roofing for the dairy bails.

The weed-matted ‘nursery’
area behind the dairy bails;
a holding zone for plants

New hardy steel fencing  for the cattle yards. Road repairs in
progress!






